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Hello!

Most people want to publish a book. Very few have the time, personal, and/or professional skills 
required. No one, and I mean no one, has all of the technological skills. 

This is even more likely for entrepreneurs who did not grow up using technology.

Meaning, the most experienced, expert voices in all fields have technology gaps. The people 
with the most knowledge, the most amazing stories and life-changing advice are crippled in the 
book publishing world, often because of small, technological gaps.

If you are going to self-publish well, you need to amass a wealth of knowledge and online skills 
in order to be successful. 

This checklist is designed to help you organize your bestselling book, and all the factors that go 
into launching it.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PURCHASE.

AMAZON KDP SELF-PUBLISHING CHECKLIST



“The first draft is just you 
telling yourself the story.”
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You should write at least 3,000 words using the 
outline (300 words for each event). If you have 
trouble reaching the minimum, you should ree-
valuate that event in your story.

Pick a significant event in your life. then, add 
the before and after events, as you would on a ti-
meline, until you have about 10 in total. 

We all have many roles in life. And each of them 
can be the focus of your story. You want to choo-
se the one that will help you reach your goal. 

What is your SMART goal for this book? If you 
don´t have one, you won´t be able to measure if 
it is successful or not. Your story and marketing 
plan need to align with your goal. 

01. GOAL

02. TOPIC

03. OUTLINE

04. DETAILS

GUIDE

AMAZON KDP SELF-PUBLISHING CHECKLIST
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PUBLISHING SERVICES

In order to produce a high-quality book, you will need someone to provide various 
publishing services before publishing. 

If you already know how to do some of these, you can outsource the others. There is one 
exception: YOU SHOULD NEVER EDIT YOUR OWN BOOK, NO MATTER WHAT. 

1. Accountability person to make sure
that you finish on time.

2. Professional editor, who will edit your
manuscript at least 3 times.

3. Graphic designer to create the cover
for both the eBook and paperback (if
needed).

4. SEO expert to research cateogories,
and write an optimized book descrip-
tion.

5. Marketer to develope and imple-
ment a campaign (at least 30 days prior
to launch).

6. Virtual assistant to send your book
to newspapers and other media outlets
for pre-sale review.

7. As many friends and family as you
can to spread the word beforehand, and
on launch day.

TO DO CONT.

AMAZON KDP SELF-PUBLISHING CHECKLIST
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Go back to your original goal. Do you need a book published in multiple forms? If so, then you 
will have to create multiple versions and covers for each. If you are only publishing an eBook, 
you have less possible restrictions.

HOW TO PUBLISH

Create your Amazon Author Central page. 

Fill in the main details about the book. 

Upload the manuscript to Kindle Direct Publishing. 

Check and approve the appearance. 

Decide if you want to enroll in KDP select or not. (Note: Enrolling in KDP select affects your 

ability to upload your book to other websites, such as Apple and Google Books, and Barnes 

and Nobles).

Choose a price and royalty structure for the book. 

Submit your eBook for review. 

Continue on to create the paperback version (optional). 

Publishing 
Formats

eBook, Paperback, Audiobook, Vella

AMAZON KDP SELF-PUBLISHING CHECKLIST
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AMAZON KDP SELF-PUBLISHING CHECKLIST

BEST PRACTICES ROYALTIES

Do not expect revenue from book sales. You will be disappointment no matter what. 
Publishing to Amazon KDP means that you will only get 35% or 70% of the profit from 
each eBook. 

Keep in mind that the .99 cent price point sells double over any other price point. It 
has a 35% royalty for the author. 

At a .35 cent royalty, you need to sell over 3,000 books each month to earn more than 
the federal poverty cut-off of $12,760 per year. 

If getting your book into the hands of as many readers as possible is your goal, than 
you have to price point your eBook at .99 cents. 

Below: See the royalties from different scenarios. You have to choose between 
expanded distribution, price points, enrolling in KDP select, and more. 
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BEST PRACTICES REVIEWS

Amazon, like other marketplaces, has a promotion cycle that you need to feed yourself 
(in the beginning). 

The only way Amazon´s algorithm knows if you book is high-quality or not is it is sells 
many copies, and verified customers leave it glowing, 5-star reviews. 

If this happens, then Amazon will recognize it, and reward you by promoting your book 
to it´s customers. 

Think about it. Why would Amazon promote a book that isn´t good? It would risk alie-
nating paying customers. 

And Amazon is all about keeping their customers happy and on the platform, as any 
successful marketplace is. 

There is no magic number, but I recommend getting at least 25 glowing reviews pre-
launch as a strategy. 

Also, negative reviews from competition are real, and there are social media groups full 
of authors that do review exchanges. 

Review exchanges are popular because Amazon will recognize if your friends and fa-
mily review your book, and they will not approve the review. 

Then, there are also flat out, pay for review options. Your competition is likely using 
one of these, or perhaps all 3, so you should be aware of them.

Your best weapon is getting as many pre-launch reviews as possible. I don´t recom-
mend buying or trading reviews. 

See images on the next page. 
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BEST PRACTICES COMPETITION

Below: After releasing 3 books in a week, I recieved an inaccurate, 1-star review. 
Make sure you have plenty of reviews pre-launch, because you WILL get bad re-
views if you are in the #1 spot in a cateogory. 
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BEST PRACTICES FORMATS

Choose your format wisely. Remember that books sales alone do not make money for 
the author. 

Do you really need a paperback? Because you will need to have a seperate formatted 
file and book cover design. 

Audiobook? You will need at least $300 in professional grade recording equipment 
and a quiet place to record, or the same amount of investment or more  to rent a stu-
dio and have it professionally edited.

Kindle Vella? You cannot republish existing books here. However, you can take up to 
5,000 words of your already publishing work, and use it to start a series. 

All of these can be amazing options. However, you need to weigh the return on invest-
ment for each one. 

Below: Here is a picture book that I published. It has a high delivery fee because 
of so many images. The minimum was $2.99.  On the other hand, a paperback 
version of a color interior workbook has a minimum of over $9.
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BEST PRACTICES CATEGORIES

Choose a cateogory that you can realistically become ·#1 in. In order to do that, 
you need to look at the top 10-20 bestselling books. 

Think to yourself, can I sell more books than those authors? And can I get more 5-
star reviews?

You will need both of these to overtake the category. If you cannot do both, keep 
in mind that you will not launch your book as a #1 bestseller. 

As much as it is a snowball effect when you launch at #1 (more sales, so you stay 
lon-ger at #1), it is also one when you launch at ·#975 (less sales, and it becomes more 
diffi-cult to move up in the ranking). 

Category selection is critical because you need to find a balance where customers 
are searching, but you can also publish a superior book than the best seller, and 
have the resources for a top-notch marketing strategy.

Below: The top-selling books from the business and investing category. Do not list your 
book here if you cannot sell more thn 50K copies each month. 
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QUICK CHECKLIST
MAIN PUBLISHING POINTS

idea Corrections Title

Outline eBook Formatting Description

1st Draft eBook cover KDP Select

1st edit Marketing plan Promotion

Goal Final Edit Book details

Details Paperback formatting Appearence

Accountability Paperback cover Pricing

Corrections Keyword research Pre-Sale

2nd edit Category research Reviews

NOTES
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You can contract professional publishing services with Tyler Publishing. No matter what your 
technology gap or barrier is, I will make the book publishing process not only painless, but enjoya-
ble! 

Over the years, I continue to watch intelligent, accomplished authors make the same mistakes 
that I did when I started to self-publish. Don´t let that be you!

For example, a successful university professor published a book on Amazon. Cover design, for-
matting, and editing are professionally done, and done well. 

However, the professor did not research Amazon category placement, write an SEO-optimized 
description, or market the book before launching. 

The result? A high-quality book is sitting at the bottom of the business category (one of the top 
5 most competitive) with 1 review. 

Many aspiring authors do not realize that professional publishing services are even an option.

But they are. 

Contact me directly to speak about your solo book, or to see which multi-author books are see-
king contributors. 

sara@tylerpub.com
Tylerpub.com

Tyler Publishing
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TYLERPUB.COM
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+1-484-246-6999
+52-229-614-7892

THANK
YOU


